
IB DP VISUAL ARTS 1(juniors) 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 

 
It is recommended to keep a sketchbook all summer, both with drawings and possible ideas for projects. I 
also strongly recommend taking numerous phots over the summer.  Some sample ideas are below.  YOU 
MUST WORK FROM YOUR OWN IMAGES.   
 

• Make sure your photos are clear and easy to use for reference. 
• Make sure you have a full range of value in all photos.   
• Your photos should be creative and interesting 

 
Photo ideas 

 
Your face close up (only your face in the picture plane) (they can be bizarre angles…please think outside 
the box) 
Your hands in 3 different unusual combined poses – close up (you will need someone else to take these as 
both of your hands need to be in the photos) 1 should be you interacting with something. 
Photos of food (get creative) 
A pile of shoes 
A collection of clear glassware (wine glasses, juice glasses, drinking pitchers, etc.) in an overlapped 
composition.    
A Bike.  Interesting view/angles.   
Landscapes 
Anything that interests you 

 
Drawing Assignments: Choose 3 to complete. 
 
These assignments will be your first grades and are due the first day of class. 

 
You will complete a minimum of 3 projects over the summer. It is your choice as to which assignments 
you complete from the list below. Pieces should be between  
7x7” and 18x24” in size (at least one piece should be large) 
 
The assignments are about quality, not quantity. You may use any media or mixed media of your choice. 
You are encouraged to explore media, techniques and approaches you have not used before.  
 
Grading criteria will be based on composition, creativity, value, and proper use of medium (make sure 
you take good reference photos!)  Do not settle for mediocrity.  I expect the VERY best in every piece. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT wait until the end of summer to do all 3 works.  It is obvious when you rush through your 
work. 
 
 
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU PUT YOUR NAME AND WHAT THE PROJECT IS ON THE BACK OF EACH PIECE. 
 
 



Project Choices: 
 

1. A self-portrait expressing a mood. How can you use color to convey that mood? What style will 
work best for you in this work? Do some research online or at an area museum to see how 
different artists create self-portraits and what techniques and media they use. 
Use an odd/extreme angle and consider strong light/dark contrast. 
 

2. Still life arrangement of 3 or more reflective objects. Your goal is to convey convincing 
representation. Sketch and shade for contrast and drama. Consider doing this as a self-portrait 
draw yourself distorted in a shiny object.  
 

3. A still life arrangement consisting of at least 4 shoes. 
 

4. A drawing of an unusual interior for example, look inside a closet or cabinet, in the  
refrigerator, under the car’s hood or inside the medicine cabinet, inside of a car (be creative and 
don’t try to get the whole scene) 
 

5. Expressive landscape this can be near your home, a place you visit on vacation or one  
you find on a drive. Make every effort to work plein air, meaning drawing or painting outdoors. 
You will have better light and will be able to focus on the color you actually see.  
 

6. A drawing of food.  There is endless possibility with this. I do not want a basic “still life” of food.  
Be creative and think outside the box. 
 

7. Create an exploration with mixed media. Do a piece (portrait, self-portrait, landscape, or still-life) 
in which you use at least three different media i.e., a wet medium, a dry medium and some 
collage element. 
 

8. Sculpture of your choosing. 
 
 
 
If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me at taylor.strode@cabarrus.k12.nc.us 


